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TuLh SALY THAT THE MEETINC ON THE SAnt. D
OF SALVADORAN COMMANDERS WAS HEATED OVER THE 1SSLE Of wial v bo
~BOUT THE CASE OF CAPTAIN EDUARDC ((AVILAY) AVILA. IN THL END
HOWEVER, THE COMMANDERS AGREED TO THE PLAN OF GENERAL CAlLGY L1 eNTO
_(VIDES)) CASANOVA, NINISTER OF DEFENSE, TO TURN THE CASL
OVER TO A MILITARY COURT. SAID THIS MOVE WAS NECLLOLAKY
IN ORDER TO KEEP AVILA UNDER DETENTION AS WANTED BY THL 1l.=.
GOVERNMENT. @D SA1D THE MOVE PROBABLY WILL RESULT [N 1l
DETENTION OF AVILA UNTIL 17 FEBRUARY BUT 1T MAY BE POSGIBIL 10
HOLD AVILA UNTIL 17 MARCH. THE SALVADORAN HIGH COMMAND 1% HOP I1.G
THI1S WiLL BE SUFFICIENT TIME T0 ACQUIRE EVIDENCE AGAINLT AV1IA | OR
ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES IN COSTA RICA WHICH CAN BE USED AGAINuI HIN
IN EL SALVADOR.

2.$ SAID THAT THERE WAS INITIAL STRONG OFPOSTTION
BY THE C NDERS TO VIDES' ANNOUNCEMENT TO KEEP AVILA UNDLR
DETENTION. THERE WAS NO DISAGREEMENT OVER THE INVOLVENENT Of
AVILA IN THE SHERATON MURDER CASE NOR WAS THERE & FEELING
EXPRESSED FOR A NEED TO "PROTECT" AVILA. ACCORDING Toau——, ¢
THE FORM THE OPPOSITION TOOK WAS THAT 1T WAS THE TASK OF THI

CIVIL COURTS TO PROSECUTE AVILA, NOT THE ARMY. FURTHERMORE.,
THERE WAS RESENTMENT THAT THE DECISION TO MAINTAIN AVILA
AME RESULT OF U.S. PRESSURES.

4. 1IN GENERAL, THE TWO BLOCS LINED UP WITH THE FOLLOWING
OFFICERS SUPPORTING VIDES AND FLORES: LIEUTENANT COLONEL 0SCAR
RODOLFO ((CAKPOS)) ANAYA, COMMANDER OF THE CAVALRY REGIMENT;
LIEUTENANT COLONEL LEOPOLDO ANTONIO ((HERNANDEZ)), COMMANDER OF
THE ARTILLERY BRIGADE; LIEUTENANT COLONEL MIGUEL ALFREDO

( (VASCONCELOS)) , COMMANDER OF MILITARY DETACHMENT THREE, LA UNION;
LIEUTENANT COLONEL JOSE DION1S1O ( (HERNANDEZ)) , COMMANDER OF
MILITARY DETACHMENT SIX, SONSONATE, AND LIEUTENANT COLONEL AUGUSTO
CANDELARIO ((MARAVILLA)) REYES, COMMANDER OF THE SEVENTH MILITARY
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. NAPOLEQN HERSON ((CALITTOJI. COMMANDEE OF THE ATORA

:.77A-i0N, AND LIEUTENANT COLONEL JULTO VESAE COYANES ) LUbLL .

e e

CoumaNDER OF THE SIXTH MILITARY ZONL.

: ? <i1p THAT AFTER LENGTHY DISCUSSION: THI
oNDERS REAUHED A CONSENSUS TO SUPPORT VIDES ARD FLOKES.
e ONSENSUS PROBABLY WAS PREDICATED ON A DESIRE BY THE
L AXDERS TO AVOID JEOPARDIZING A POSSIBLE INCREASE

IN L.S. HILITARY ASSISTANCE TO EL SALVADOR.

0. WOKKENT: THIS MEET!
LEADIRSH IDES AND FLORES.
MED FORCES

SAID T
GROWING OVER THE AGGRESSIVENESS OF THE LEADERSHIP IN THE
WAR AGAINST THE INSURGENTS. HE SAlD THE FIRST MEETING OF THE
YEAR OF THE ANALYSIS COMMISSION SHOULD TAKE PLACE SOON AND HE
EXPECTED THE COMMISSION TO AIR GRIEVANCES AGAINST VIDES AND

ANOTHER TEST Of THE
1P THE

FLORES. THE AVILA DECISION PROVIDES ADD GUMENTS FOR
THOSE WHO OPPOSE THE LEADERSHI



